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fulfilled exactly as we shape them to ourselves, where
is the argument to make us believe that the real
fulfilment can be less perfect than what even a weak
human heart devises and desires? This trust that
whatever is will be best, is what is meant by faith,
true, because inevitable faith. We see traces of it in
many places and in many religions, but I doubt
whether anywhere that faith is more simply and more
powerfully expressed than in the Old and the New
Testaments:

'For since the beginning of the world men have not
heard, nor perceived by the ear., neither hath the eye
seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for
him that waiteth for him.' (Isaiah Ixiv. 4.)

6 But, as it is written. Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love
him.' (i Cor. ii. 9.)

We may do what we like, the highest which man
can comprehend is man. One step only he may go
beyond, and say that what is beyond may be dif-
ferent, but it cannot be less perfect than the present:
the future cannot be worse than the past. Man has
believed in pessimism, he has hardly ever believed in
pejorism, and that much decried philosophy of evo-
lution, if it teaches us anything, teaches us a firm
belief in a better future, and in a higher perfection
which man is destined to reach.

The Divine, if it is to reveal itself at all to us, will
best reveal itself in our own human form. How-
ever far the human may be from the Divine, nothing
on earth is nearer to God than man, nothing on earth
more godlike than man. And as man grows from